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The Role of New Media in Taiwan’s “Sunflower Movement”

Xin Qiang Koo¥um Kim

Abstract: Some Taiwanese students opposed to the Cross-Strait Service Trade Agreement ( CSSTA) occupied the Legisla—
tive Yuan on March 18 2004 which led to the “Sunflower Movement” that reverberated through the island. As exhibited in
the movement new media communication technologies were utilized by the protestors and organizers to disseminate their anti—
CSSTA views construct anti-CSSTA collective consciousness and establish their mobilization network in the hope of getting ac—
cess to international support. On the other hand they tried to raise action resources and give organization and management sup—
port for the action through new media. Therefore the new media is undoubtedly believed to have played an essential role in the
movement. This paper aims to study the characteristics of new media communication and its social applications before focusing
on the analysis of its role and impact in the process of the movement and the discussion of its inherent limitations.
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Y



