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“China Was Frightened to Step back by US Nuclear Threats”
———A Myth or History?
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Abstract: Both President Fisenhower who got into the White House in early 1953 and his Secretary of State
Dulles claimed that US nuclear threats had forced China to adopt a positive attitude toward the armistice negoti-
ation to end the Korean War, i.e. US nuclear threats had frightened China into stepping back. Is such a state-
ment a myth or history? The archives related to the Korean War and a series of measures adopted then by China
and the DPRK prove that the USSR, China and the DPRK decided after Stalin’s death to quicken the negotia-
tion and end the war as soon as possible, and this has nething to do with US nuclear threats. In addition,
there was an argument within the US government and no consensus was reached over the feasibility to use nu-

clear weapons on the battlefield of Korea.
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