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The Conflict between the U. S. and the Taiwan Authorities around
the Time o Mainland China's Firs Nudear Test

ZHU Ming-quan
( Center for American Studies, Fudan University , Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract : Around the time of Mainland China sfirst nuclear tes , the views held by the U. S. government and
the Taiwan authorities greatly diverged on the impact of Mainland China s nuclear capabilities and the necessary
countermeasures to be adopted againg it. The Johnson adminigration refused Chiang Kai - shek s suggestion to
initiate a military atack on Beijing, dong with his demand for nore military ass gance to egablish a conplete
ar - dfene sysem. On a deegper levd , it not only indicates the different understandings o the nuclear deter
rence between the U. S. and the Taiwan authorities, it d 9 reflects the fact that the U. S. policy toward Tai-
wan is aways subordinate to its policy towards Mainland China. It will aways be a fool s paradise for Taiwan
sparatigs to seek the idand s independence by relying on the U. S. support , eecidly as the cooperation
with Mainland China has increasndy grown in importance to the United Sates.

Key words: Chinas nuclear test; U. S. policy towards China; relations between the U. S. and Taiwan aur
thorities; nuclear deterrence

41



