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Abstracts

The Rising, Innovating and Striving of the Zhou Dynasty

——Shaping National Identity/Political Culture and Pursuing Grand Strategy
of “Restructuring the World”

SHI Yinhong

By reading the Myth of the Zhou Dynasty in Historical Records from political and
strategic perspectives, this essay probes the Zhou Dynasty’s grand strategy of
shaping its national identity and political culture and pursuing a grand strategy of
“restructuring the world”. Due to its overwhelming life-style of aerial farming, the
Zhou Dynasty developed a characteristic “national” tradition and “national culture”
and thus firmly established a political culture and grand strategy diametrically
different from those of the Ying and Shang dynasties. By exercising “soft-power”
and accumulating “hard-power”, Zhou flourished and expanded to wait indefinitely
for the Armageddon to change. This grand strategy had successfully made the
center of attraction having shifted even before the shift of the balance of powers.
And the would-be result of military showdown had been predetermined prior to a
war because the strategy had been assisted by the effective ideological and ethical
campaigns and by the equally effective forging of alliances before the non-strategic
and hegemonic war was launched by its ultimate rivalry. Zhou, after its successful
rise, swiftly took a series of grand strategic measures in four aspects, namely,
strategic education, political education, ideological development and institutional
development, in order to sustain the fruit of the rise. The rising, innovating and
striving of the Zhou Dynasty demonstrate that the sort of fundamental innovation
and doctrine are up to the sort of national identity and political culture, while in
terms of a particularly crucial strife and grand strategy such as national rise and
restructuring the world, the fate of the innovation and doctrine are up to the quality
of political leaders and strategic commanders in the first place.

Colonial System, Post-Colonial System and the Rise of Great Powers

WEI Zongyou

This paper argues that the Westphalian system or the sovereign nation-state system
defined by the mainstream international theory ignores the fact that it consists of
two sub-systems instead: the colonial system and post-colonial system, with the
former expanding from the era of the Great geographic discovery by the West to
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the end of the Second World War, and the latter lasting from the dissolving of the
colonial system till now. The colonial system is characterized by the savage
conquering and occupation of the “backward races” in America, Africa, Australia,
and Asia by the West, in which only the Western powers enjoy the privilege of
sovereignty and the rest are deprived of it, and the rise of powers is accompanied
by war and conquering. The post-colonial system formally abandoned conquering
war and colonization as legitimate instruments of foreign policy, and it’s also a
closely-knitted web of international institutions. As a result, it provides much more
opportunities and space for nations to rise peacefully. The simultaneous peaceful
rise of China and India is a convincing case and hopefully it will continue to live
peacefully with the established powers in the future in this post-colonial system.

China’s Rise

——Grand Strategy and Its Theoretical Construction

SONG Dexing

In the process of the rise of China--a non-Western, newly emerging power, it is
vitally important to have a basic choice of road based on broad consensus, a
pragmatic and prudent foreign and domestic policy program and a coherent
strategic patience, though equally important are the availability of a grand strategic
theory reflecting the psych of the times, the realistic state of affairs, and a Chinese
aspiration. Along with the great national revival of China in the new century, a
process full of strategic opportunities and severe challenges, in particular, the issue
about the theoretical construction and theoretical preparation on China’s rise was
automatically put on the agenda and has reached great achievements. The theory
should be based on: firstly, the requirement of pursuing realistic politics; secondly,
rationally defining the world powers; thirdly, requirement of creating a basic logic
of strategy; and fourthly, pointing to the future direction of the centennial rise.
Therefore, decision-makers and scholars alike should be committed to harboring
the time and space, deep and wide enough to explore the world of its structure and
trends in a long run and by which to think over, and design, the road for China and
a basic strategic choice. At present, we particularly need to think over the grand
strategic theory on the rise of China in three aspects: security cognition, definition
of interests and exercise of power, in order to form an organic logic chain and
finally ensure the realization of the “Chinese dream”, i.e., the great national
revival.
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