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Abstracts

1.A Year of Tremendous Turbulence and Changes: An Analysis of International Situation in 2008, by Qian
Wenrong, Senior Researcher, Center for World Affairs Studies, Xinhua News Agency and Guest Researcher of CPDS. A

whole raft of important international events occurred one after the other in 2008. Results of the U.S. general election
signaled the beginning of a “new era” in the domestic political life of the U.S. The financial crisis inflicted heavy blows
on the existing international financial system and further weakened the U.S. abilities to dominate the international
affairs. The G-20 summit gave prominence to the role of the newly—emerging big powers in the developing countries,
promoting the multipolorization processes of the international system. Military conflicts between Russia and Georgia
greatly worsened big—power relationship and geo—political setup. All those important events showed that tendency of
multi—polorization in the world is irresistible.

2.World setup amid Deep Changes, by Ding Yuanhong, former Chinese Ambaszador to the EU and Adviser of

“peace and Development” magazine. Military conflicts between Russia and Georgia and the !inarcial tsunami caused by
the sub—prime crisis in the U.S. can be regarded as the two most spectacular evcnis in the international situation of
2008. These two events give a true and multi—angular retlection from tiie profound undergoing changes that have never
seen before in the current world setup, i.e, a continuation of the trial of strength under the new situation between the
Eastern and Western blocs that have: teally existed since the end of WWIL.  In the process of trying to disintegrate the
Eastern bloc, the Western bioc presents a clear scene of “cracks”. The rise of newly—emerging countries is causing
changes to a situation in which South and North share great disparity in strength. Peace and development—the theme of
our times, is undergoing a deepening process.

3. Election Year, Great Debates and Big Changes: The U.S. Foreign Policy in Retrospect and Prospect, by
Sa Benwang, Senior Researcher, China Institute of International Strategic Studies(CIISS) and Adviser of “Peace and

Development” magazine, and Dr. Shang Hong, Senior Researcher of CIISS. Barack Obama was elected U.S. President
by an overwhelming vote at a time when the Bush administration fell into dire straits in its foreign p(;f;cy, the U.S.
economy is on the verge of recession and the American electorate is yearning for a change. Traditionally, the election
year in the U.S. has also been a year of debates between the Republican Party and the Democratic Party as well as
among the strategic research circles on the domestic and external polices of the U.S. administration. As the result of the
election year of 2008 and the great debates, big changes will surely take place for the existing foreign policies after Mr.
Obama takes office as the U.S. President. The general trend be from unilateralism to multilateral cooperation, and from
preemptive attacks and abuse of force to negotiation, dialogue and peaceful consultations.

4.Diplomatic Legacies of the Bush Administration, by Tao Wenzhao, Senior Researcher, Institute of American

studies, China Academy of Social Sciences(CASS), Luo Jia visiting Professor, Wuhan University and Guest Researcher
of CPDS. President George W. Bush’s second term is coming to a close. When he makes an inventory of his diplomatic
work, he will find out that quite a few of his negative legacies will be handed down to his successor. Burden of the
Afghan war and the war on terror are still heavy and the road is long. Dealing with the problems of the Iraq War will
not be easy. U.S.—Russian relations need to be re—established. The Iranian and Korean nuclear issues are still hard to
solve. A new breakthrough in the Middle East peace process is to be made. However, the Asian policy of the 8-year—
long Bush administration is a bright spot in its diplomatic activities.

5. Interests, strategies and the Contradictory Nature of the U.S. Policy toward the Taiwan Strait, by Xin
Qiang, Deputy Director, Center of American Studies, Fudan University and Guest Researcher of CPDS. In diplomatic
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fields, interests, strategies and policies are a group of variables that are interacted to each other. The U.S. policy of “no
unification, no independence and no use of force” in dealing with the two sides across the Taiwan strait is aimed at
achieving its strategic goal of maximizing its own interests in that area. “No unification” is a necessity for the U.S. to
realize its hegemonism while “no use of force” can merely serve to retain basic posture of peace in East Asia. China’s
strong will and determination to check “Taiwan independence” have made the U.S. to prevent armed conflicts by means
of curbing” de jure Taiwan independence”. The U.S. policy toward the two sides of the Taiwan Strait is in itself
contradictory.

6. Predicting U.S. “Greater Middle East” Policy Under Obama Administration, by Gao Zugui, Director,
Center for Strategic Studies, China Institutes of Contemporary International Relations and Guest Researcher of CPDS.

The center of the U.S. foreign policy under the Obama administration will still focus on “the Greater Middle East”. It is
expected that the U.S. will withdraw its troops from Iraq and make arrangements and reach agreements with Iraq on
political, economic and security relations, so as to conform the U.S. long-term interests and military presence in that
country. Although there exist extreme difficulties, it is likely that the U.S. will enter zto negotiations with Iran. Some
progress will be made in the Middle East peace process. Afghsaistan and Pakistan will becomie the key regions of the
U.S. anti~terrorist efforts. Meanwhile, China factor will attract more znd more atteriion.

7.The U.S. Economic Strategy in Central Asia and Its Imgact, by Dr. Zhang Yifeng, Asst. Research Fellow,

Institute of European and Asian Stvdi-s, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, and Pan Guang, Director, Shanghai

Institute of Internationa! Studies and $enior Researcher, Institute of European and Asian Studies. After the end of the
Cold War, the U.S. expericnced repeated twists and turns and made readjustments to the focal points of its strategy in
Central Asia and the strategy is now lending to be more mature. Its economic strategy has taken shape with the
promotion of regional cooperation as its focus and thus tangible results have been made. It provides the U.S. with an
unprecedented legitimacy and realistic foundation to make presence in Central Asia and exerts an impact on the
situation in that region that can not be overlooked. Objectively speaking, the U.S. economic strategy in Central Asia has
given impetus to the regional integration with international community. China can take advantage of the situation and
get involved in the U.S.~led economic projects as deep as possible through multi-lateral mechanism.

8. Russo—Georgian Conflict and the SCO, by Zhao Huasheng, Director, Center for SCO Studies, Fudan
University and Guest Researcher of CPDS. Changes brought about by Russo—Georgian conflicts to the international

relations have made the SCO confronted with complicated international and regional environments. In addition to posing
a severe challenge to future direction of the SCO as a result of those conflicts that have aggravated confrontation
between the U.S. and Russia, foreign policies of Russia, its policy toward the former Soviet—dominated areas, especially
Central Asia and its policy and attitude toward the SCO, will exert profound influences on the SCO. Under new
situation, the SCO ought to make some breakthroughs in regional cooperation, and do something useful in regional
security, and Afghan situation in particular, so as to retain good conditions and vitality of the Organization.

9. Sustainable Development of China— ASEAN Relations, by Prof. Cao Yunhua, Director, Institute of Southeast
Asian Studies and Head of the Department of International Relations, Jinan University. He is also a tutor for Ph.D.

candidates. Rapid development and eye-catching achievements in China—~ASEAN ties, especially in constant expansion
of their economic and trade cooperation, have laid a solid material basis for further development of those friendly
relations. However, there is still a need to continue their work in promoting those relations. In particular, both sides
ought to work harder in building a common culture and mode of thinking that could be shared by all, in order to set up
a more solid ideological and cultural basis for a long—term sustainable development.

10.Southeast Asian Economy Shadowed by America’s Financial Tsunami, by Shen Hongfang, Liu Yuerong
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