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The Post-World War II East Asian Order: Historical Evolution and

Transformation Bottlenecks
Wei Zongyou

Abstract: In the Post-World War II period, the defining characteristic of the
East Asia regional order has been the sharp divisions and intense tensions between
the economics, politics and security of continental East Asia and maritime East
Asia. However, with China and the U. S. reaching a strategic compromise in the
early 1970s, the end of the Cold War in the 1990s and the global power shift
towards Asia and East Asian economic integration in the 21st century , this
divided “continental-maritime order” has gradually changed, with regional forces
pushing positively for political reconciliation and economic integration. With
respect to security, serious “bottlenecks” remain, with serious security dilemmas
between both the U. S. and China and China and some maritime countries. For the
East Asian order to overcome these security bottlenecks and transform itself, it is
extremely important that mutual strategic trust will build up through cumulative
practical cooperation between China and U. S. , and China and East Asian states.

Key Words: East Asia Order; Order Transformation; Divided Continental-
Maritime Order; Integrated Continental-Maritime Order
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From “Heavenly Responsibility” to Responsible Great State: A Study
of the Historical Evolution of Views of China’ s International
Responsibly from an Identity Perspective
Wa Bing
Abstract: Qver the past several decades, Chinese views of international
responsibility have evolved from “heavenly responsibility” to “responsible
great state” . China has always had its own awareness of and perspectives on
responsibility, however due to limitations to its national power, foreign
invasion, ideology and other factors associated with the international

environment, China’s views on international responsibility have varied over
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