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Strategic Anxiety and the Evolving Perceptions and Policies
of the U.S. towards China’s Belt and Road Initiatives

WEI Zong—you
( Center for American Studies, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433)

Abstract: Since 2013 when China first put forwards its idea of Belt and Road Initiative ( BRI), the opinions and re-
sponses from the United States, on the whole, have been quite negative, which only aggravated after Donald Trump came
into office. The Trump administration not only viewed the Belt and Road Initiative as a vehicle for China’ s geo—economic
and geo—strategic ambitions, but also an important dimension in U.S.-China strategic competition. Against this backdrop,
the Trump administration has taken a series of measures to counter and disrupt China’ s BRI. This paper presents a relative-
ly full picture of U.S. attitudes towards China’ s BRI by examining respectively the views of U.S. government, U.S. strategic
community, and the U.S. mainstream media, based on which analyzes comprehensively the responses of the Trump adminis-
tration to the BRI so far. The paper also gives some policy suggestion for Chinese government at the end of the paper.
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