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Religion and International Relations in the Age of Globalization
Xu Yihua (4)

[Abstract] The global resurgence of religion and the return of religion from the so — call
“Westphalia Exile” to the central stage of international religions have significantly trans—
formed the viewpoints of both media and academia toward the role of religion in IR and the
challenges posed by religion to the contemporary international relations are often described
as entirely subversive. The author argues that as a second — tier factor in most countries’
foreign policies and international affairs religion and religious movements could neither
shake the dominate role of “norm — setting” sovereign states in international system nor
serve as a basis to “rebuild” IR theory. The paper concludes with a discussion on the im-
plications of religion’ s growing influence in IR for China the importance of religion to the
construction of China’s international image and the feasibility of religion being used as a
resource for China’ s public as well as people — to — people diplomacy.

[Key Words] global religious resurgence religion and international relations  “the return
from exile ” implications for China

[Author] Xu Yihua Professor School of International Relations and Public Affairs Cen—

ter for American Studies Fudan University.

Religion in Kosovo Conflict
Zhang Yuan (20)

[Abstract] Since the late 20th century religious conflict has replaced regional conflict of
ideology as the major form of group resistance and Kosovo conflict as a notable example

becomes an important case in IR studies. Kosovo independence has trigged a domino effect
as shown in the subsequent conflicts in other regions like Sudan and the so — called Jasmine
Revolution in the Arab world. Religion has not only been a major source for the outbreak of
Kosovo conflict but an intensifier and a protractor. In contemporary society the seculari—
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