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and policies during the campaign and since the election is the main reason
why the United States today is more divided than at any time since the Viet—
nam War.

Contemporary Transition of American Political

Cu]ture ................................................... Pan Yahng

Labor

Within 30 years after the end of the Cold War the people in the U.S. has
experienced a drastic swing from exciting “end of history” to annoying
“Republic of Fear.” America is undergoing a historic transition which
greatly affects American political culture moving it from traditional consen—
sus building to extremist confrontation. Such changes are reflected in all
three dimensions of political culture namely political value political in-
stitution and political behaviour. Current wave of transition of American po—
litical culture further amplifies the impacts of US institutional rigidity and
social fragmentation on the culture itself. Considering the fact that the U.S.
is facing a reversion of American development trajectory there are huge un—
certainties both in the transition of American political culture and in Ameri-

can domestic and foreign policies.
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the Market and the US All-Volunteer

Force seecerereereeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinns Beth Bazley

In 1973 the United States ended its 33 year reliance on military conscrip—
tion and moved to an All Volunteer Force ( AVF) . While there were multi-
ple reasons for this shift many of those who designed the transition rejected
the idea that military “service” was an obligation of citizenship insisting
that it should instead be defined as labour. In this design military ranks
would be filled like other forms of employment through the labour mar—
ket. The Army turned by necessity to the market and in often creative
ways. But the loss of the draft was difficult for the Army. In the wake of the
war in Vietnam an institution that was wracked by internal crisis and held
in poor public esteem needed to recruit between thirty and forty thousand
people each month. Army leaders undertook internal reforms and commis—
sioned high profile advertising campaigns. Relying on the labour market

the Army discovered that “some of (its) best men were women ” and that
African Americans ( who suffered in the civilian labor market) were more
likely to enlist than white Americans. But the overall “quality” of recruits
declined throughout the 1970s and—as geopolitical tensions escalated in

1979—Tleaders saw an Army in crisis. That was due in part to increasing
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