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zation and the growing religious pluralism has made religious map losing its importance to
the map of nation — state but the former with its changing and flexible nature has the poten—
tial to challenge the latter which is fixed and relatively stable. The overlaps between reli—
gious and national borders and the sustained disputes over sacred lands such as Kosovo
present a structural threat to international relations especially at regional level.
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Contemporary Christian Missionary Movement and Identity Politics
Tua Yichao (36)

[Abstract] Identity is a dynamic process of social construction which defines the meaning
and boundary of the interests of various international organizations. Using the perspective of
identity politics the paper tries to summarize the impact of the international Christian mis—
sionary movement on world politics. With the world — wide expansion of the said movement
Christian churches have had a rapid growth in terms of the numbers of their followers or—
ganizations and global networks in recent decades. In the process they have made the issue
of identity more important to Christians and non — Christians alike and have further pushed
Christianity to the so — called global South. As the largest religion in the world Christianity
is still dominated by the Western Churches. In the South - sifting process the various Chris—
tian organizations have become important actors in the emerging global civil society and
made Christianity an international public religion forming a challenge to the national iden—
tity of sovereign states by strengthening sub — national and supranational identities within
these states. The movement also has a significant influence on the formation and implemen—
tation of the national security strategies of the Western countries on both traditional security
issues like militarized anti — terrorism campaign and non — traditional security issues like
disease control and prevention. The paper ends with a discussion on the revolutionary oper—
ational concepts and organizational structure of the international Christian missionary move—
ment regarding it as a revolutionary fuse of international relations in the 21st century.
[Key Words] christianity mission identity politics democracy security
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